


Dear Friends:

It is my privilege to present this new issue of College of Arts and Sciences News and to share with you all the 
many wonderful things that have been happening on campus. Our remarkable faculty are involved in 
research projects and initiatives that stimulate our intellectual curiosity and invite us to look at the world 
in new ways. For example, the symposium on “Intersections of Art and Science,” organized by Assistant 
Professor of Chemistry Justyna Widera this past fall, opened an interdisciplinary dialogue between 
two worlds that share much common ground.  The accompanying art exhibition, “The Alchemy of 
Art,” was the perfect complement to the day’s discussions, presenting a visual companion to the ideas 
expressed. 

Another successful interdisciplinary initiative, running throughout the 2008-09 academic year, is 
“Imagine Change, Act Now!” (ICAN) spearheaded by Professors Deborah Little of the Sociology 
Department and Maggie Lally of the Theatre Department, and involving many of our students. Building 
on last year’s “Women, Peace and Justice” project, ICAN is sponsoring a series of cultural events, 
lectures, readings, films, and symposia designed to highlight contemporary and historical efforts on 
behalf of social justice and basic human rights. 

At the beginning of this academic year, we welcomed a number of new and talented faculty. This past fall, 
we also celebrated the opening of our new Performing Arts Center (AU PAC) with gala performances 
of RENT, written by none other than Pulitzer Prize-winner and Adelphi alumnus Jonathan Larson ’82; 
Titans, a classical music extravaganza featuring the Adelphi Symphony Orchestra under the direction of 
Professor Christopher Lyndon-Gee, which included one of his recent compositions; and In Search of a 
Goddess, a dance tribute to Ruth St. Denis, honoring the life and work of the distinguished dance legend 
who founded Adelphi’s Dance Department.

We are proud of the accomplishments of our many alumni, as well as our present students. As you 
will see, they are involved in a host of meaningful activities, including community service, scientific 
research, scholarly presentations, international projects, creative writing, and theatre, music, and dance 
performances. I am sure you will enjoy reading of their many achievements.

It has always been our aim at Adelphi to prepare students to live fulfilling lives—professionally, 
intellectually, and emotionally.  When we learn of the success of our alumni in all of these areas, we are 
most pleased.  It is for that reason that we always enjoy hearing from you and invite you to fill out the 
enclosed form with your latest news.

Best wishes,

Steve Rubin 
Acting Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
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